
Going Green – Who’s Doing It (from 
Hotels to Theme Parks) and What it 
Means to You… 
Hotels across the country, in an effort to become more 

environmentally friendly, have begun to make a few 

changes.  Thanks to the development and maintenance of 

eco-friendly initiatives and practices, many have been 

deemed as “Green” - or in other words, environmentally 

friendly establishments.   In the state of Florida the 

Department of Environmental Protection recognizes and 

rewards hotels and businesses that have chosen to adhere to a set list of eco-friendly practices by 

awarding them a one, two, or three-palm designation – the number of palms awarded dependent 

upon the length of time that the hotel has met and maintained the minimum criteria (as set forth 

by the FDEP) and whether or no they have chosen to follow additional environmentally friendly 

practices (above and beyond the base list).    

 

The Guidelines (as set forth by the FDEP) are as follows: 
A property will be designated as Green Lodging if it (whether hotel, motel, resort or bed & 

breakfast)  implements programs and practices aimed at protecting and conserving Florida’s 

natural resources and the environment, while educating their staff and guests about its 

importance.  

The Florida Green Lodging Program requires each designated property to meet a minimum set 

of environmental practices in areas such as energy efficiency, water conservation, clean air 

practices and waste reduction. They go through a step-by-step process that includes an 

application, a self-assessment that details the environmentally friendly practices necessary to 

meet the standards of the Florida Green Lodging Program and after implementation of these 

practices an on-site assessment is completed.  If the property passes they are designated a 

member of the Florida Green Lodging Program. 

 

 



So, just what does this mean to you as a guest? 

For those who are unsure or uneasy about what staying at a Green hotel, here’s what you as a 

guest might encounter during your stay:   

While staying at a green hotel you may notice that that recycling is openly encouraged ; a note 

may be left in your room suggesting that you reuse towels more than once rather than having 

them washed each and every day of your stay; you may be reminded to conserve on water or to 

turn down the thermostat while not in your room; if your room is equipped with appliances (or 

if there are any located elsewhere in the hotel) they may be Star rated ; bathrooms may be 

equipped with low flow toilets, showerheads, or faucets; areas throughout the hotel may be 

lighted with compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFL’s); and the housekeeping staff might use  

“green” cleaners.  Remember, Green properties range from bed and breakfast’s to motels to 

five star resorts so if you’re concerned that you have to give up some of the comforts and 

amenities to go green – you definitely don’t! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Definition of Florida’s One, Two and Three Palm Designation:  

One Palm Designation  

Properties that have a one-palm designation must have met a minimum set of best management 

practices in the areas of communication, water conservation, energy efficiency, waste reduction 

and clean air. In addition, they must obtain support from top management, form an active 
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multi-disciplinary “Green Team” and operate in compliance with all applicable environmental 

laws and regulations.  

Two Palm Designation  

Properties that have a two-palm designation must have maintained the facility’s One Palm 

status for at least 12 consecutive months, conducted an environmental baseline assessment and 

demonstrate a reduction in energy and water consumption and a reduction in waste disposal. In 

addition, they must have developed and implemented performance improvement goals, and 

evaluated their progress.  

Three Palm Designation  

Properties that have a three-palm designation must have maintained the facility’s Two Palm 

designation and have demonstrated continual improvement for three consecutive years. To 

retain this designation level, the facility must continue to maintain or improve its high level of 

commitment to protecting the state’s environment through the Florida Green Lodging program.  

Who’s Green in Central Florida? 
*The information listed below is courtesy of Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection.  Additional information about Florida’s Green 

Lodging program as well as additional green hotel listings (located in other areas of the state) can be found on www.dep.state.fl.us/ 	
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